A Big Impression

André-Philippe Gagnon creates a buzz on the Strip
with others’ voices, his talent

by Seven McDonald

tsearted with cartoons, When French-

Canadian Andre-Phibhppe Gagnon

wirs 5 wears old, he realtzed thar his

Pweety Bird rmication nor only
cracked up his fumily and feiends, it
served asa spfery precaution. * Instend
af punching me as usual, my brother
who is six vears plder than me, would be
calling my mom s dad oot bege my
Tweety Birds Twas like, 1 muost be on to
something,’” the Quebec mative recalls.

Looney Toons led 1o rhe Bearles, Elvis
Presley ted to Frank Sinars, and a slew
of French pop stires led to the entire
[inenp of “We Areche World.” 1 ot
hooked on the Beatlés for i long tme,”
siys the bovish-loaking 38-vear-old ina
thick French accenty “If 1 sang a Beatles
song, it had o be sung the way Faul
MeCartrey would sing it Thar’s whot 1
thoughr, [ could memorize the vocal
textures phoneteally withont knowing
what I wias saying, becausear that time 1
couldn'tspeak Englishy | made o career
ot af "

He landed his big break in 1985, alter
pertornting at the Just for Laughs comedy
festiwal o Montreal, Garnon  fallowied
Jav Leno, when the ot comedian was
glese-hostmg oo Thee Tomight - Shon,
“Wee Are the World™ had juse hic the
charts as A sinple, and the crowds loved
Cragnon’s: version. 5o did Lenog wha
psked Gagnon to send o tpe 1w the
shosw, Two ioiths Later be was on, per-
forming o roaring laughter that led w
an nvitapon by Carson o sic on his
couch afterward—samething thae didn’
happen often for first-timers

Since then, Gagnon has carved
qufte e career out of ly gift for voeal
impersonation. For the last two years,
he bas performed all over the world a5
the apening act for Celine Don's
record-hreaking tour MNow he has his
own show, which 15 drawing critical
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