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Just You, Just Me

Ranee Lee & Oliver Jones | Justin Time Records

By Jim Santella

Interpreting lyrics convincingly and scatting with fired-up authority, Ranee Lee turns
in a winning performance, working with a superb piano trio that agrees with her
expressive manner. She and pianist Oliver Jones first recorded together over fifteen
years ago. Hete, they're both quite expressive in their delivery: Lee the warm
interpreter and Jones the impeccable keyboard presenter.

The pianist's crisp cascades and crystal clear melodic romps give the session a clean
attack. Combined with bass and drums, his improvisations leave telltale tracks all over
the place. Jones' driving force allows the quartet plenty of room to swing.

Lee, a personal favorite who combines the swinging energy and deep feeling of
legendary jazz singers with a natural communicative spirit, interprets this program of
sensual ballads and familiar romps with an innate zeal. The blues is embedded in her
work. If Lee were a politician, she could convince entire nations to follow her dreams
without question. Her spontaneity and wit give each interpretation a welcome nod.

The quartet's drive gives “Sister Sadie” a mean funk that makes the lyric come alive.
”Stardust” lingers on the balcony as an anthem for twilight's gentle ballad refrain.
Dvorak's ”Goin' Home” places both Lee and Jones in the position of veteran
spokesperson for ballad sensuality. Their slow duet lets the piece breathe passionately.
“Autumn Leaves” turns a corner and places Lee in the role of scat singer
extraordinaire. Her vocal acrobatics carry the quartet's blazingly fast interpretation
into the next century.

“Just You, Just Me” is presented twice, once by the full quartet and again as a duo
petformance. In an imitation of our daily lifestyle routines, they open the album full
of energy and driving uptempo jazz with pizzazz, then close with a sleepy ballad
interpretation that comes filled with a deep love for the music.

Track Listing: Just You, Just Me; Will He Be a Traveling
Man; Stardust; Sister Sadie; There's Nothing Left (But
Goodbye); This is It; Images; The Ballad of the Sad
Young Men; Until I Was Loved; Guess Who (I Saw
Today, My Dear?); Goin' Home; Autumn Leaves; Just
You, Just Me.

Personnel: Ranee Lee: vocals; Oliver Jones: piano; Eric

Lagacé: bass; Dave Laing: drums.
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